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Disposition of Claims 
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Q)M Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 10 September 2001 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 6 have been presented for examination. Claims 7-10 have been 
added in an amendment filed 7/19/2006. The amendment filed have been entered and 
made of record. Presently, pending claims are 1-10. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 7/19/2006 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn and, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection has been made - see the following Office 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 - 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Farberetal. (U.S. Patent 6,415,280), in view of Messing (U.S. Patent 6,745,327). 
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As per claim 1 , 4, 5, 7 and 9, Farber teaches a server computer comprising: 
means arranged to store one or more computer files (Farber : Column 43 Line 24 - 25); 

means arranged to store at least one message digest code (MAC) (Farber : 
Column 43 Line 39 - 40). However, Farber does not disclose expressly to store at least 
one digital signature. Messing teaches storing at least one digital signature by signing 
the document (Messing : Column 7 Line 5-16 and Figure 3). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Messing within the system of Farber 
because Messing teaches a digital signature to ensure the authenticity and integrity of a 
digital content (Messing : Column 7 Line 5-16 and Figure 3). 

Farber in view of Messing teaches: 

each computer file having an associated digital signature (Farber : Column 43 
Line 24 - 40 & Messing : Column 7 Line 5-16 and Figure 3); 

means arranged to retrieve said at least one requested computer file (Farber : 
Column 43 Line 24-40); 

means arranged to receive a request from at least one other computer for access 
to at least one computer file stores an said server computer (Farber : Column 43 Line 
24 - 40: the client request the file); 

means arranged to retrieve the digital signature or signatures associated with 
said at least one requested computer file (Farber : Column 43 Line 24 - 40 & Messing : 
Column 7 Line 5-16 and Figure 3); 
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means arranged to validate the digital signature associated with said at least one 
requested computer file (Farber : Column 43 Line 24 - 40 & Messing : Column 7 Line 5 
- 16 and Figure 3); and 

means arranged to deny said other computer access to the or each requested 
computer file if the digital signature or signatures associated with the or each respective 
requested computer file is invalid (Farber : Column 43 Line 24 - 40 & Messing : Column 
7 Line 5-16 and Figure 3). 

As per claim 2, Farber as modified teaches means arranged to store a list of 
approved computer file signing parties; each computer file signing party having at least 
one associated signing key with which to create digital signatures (Messing : Figure 3 
and Column 7 Line 10-12); and in which said means arranged to validate the digital 
signature associated with each requested computer file invalidates said digital signature 
if said digital signature was created with a signing key not associated with an approved 
computer file signing party (Farber : Column 43 Line 38 - 40 & Messing : Column 7 Line 
5-16 and Figure 3). 

As per claim 3, Farber as modified teaches said means arranged to validate the 
digital signature associated with said at least one requested computer file invalidates 
said digital signature if the current clock date is later than the expiry dare associated 
with the or each computer file (Farber : Column 30 Line 28 - 36 and Column 9 Line 36 / 
Line 57 - 58 & Messing : Column 7 Line 5-16 and Figure 3). 
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As per claim 6, Farber as modified teaches medium embodying computer 
readable: Code for loading into a computer and executable by said computer lo perform 
the method according to claim 5 (Farber : Figure 100). 

As per claim 8 and 10, Farber as modified teaches at least one digital signature 
associated at the server computer with a stored file has been created from the file by 
the server computer using a signing key (Farber : Column 43 Line 38 - 40 & Messing : 
Column 7 Line 5-16 and Figure 3). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Longbit Chai whose telephone number is 571-272-3788. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/936,21 0 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2131 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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